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Rev. Mark Seeger,
ILDA Pastoral Advisor

Coming…
2005 ILDA Convention
in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada
18th Biennial Convention
August 4-7, 2005

Theme: “Let us praise the Lord from the
mountaintops.” Isaiah 42:11-12

"But I will eagerly look for the
Lord; I will wait for God who saves
me; my God will hear me." (Micah 7:7)

The prophet Micah lived about 700 years
before Jesus was born.  He lived during a
time when the people of Israel were going
further and further away from God.  They were
rebelling against God and His laws.  They
were rebelling against the leaders and all
authorities.  The family was falling apart.
Leaders and judges were accepting bribes.
There was no justice in the whole nation.
Living in that time was very frustrating for
anyone trying to live a decent life.  Looking
around at the way things were becoming was
depressing for Micah.

It was easy to compare the days of Micah
with the world around us today.  It is easy
because there was sin back then and there is
sin today.  Not much has changed.

Even though the world seemed so
terrible, Micah didn't give up.  He knew that
God was a loving, forgiving God.  He knew
that God was still in control and would make
things right.

How did God make things right?  Did He
wipe out all the sinful people and start fresh
with sinless people?  No.  He sent His Son,
Jesus, to the cross to take away the sins of
the world.  Jesus defeated sin, death and the
devil.

We are still sinful people and we still live
in a sinful world.  The difference is, Jesus died
to take away those sins.  Jesus paid the
penalty for our disobedience and law
breaking.  That doesn't give us the right to go
out and sin as much as we want, but it does
mean that we don't need to fear God's wrath.
Jesus already took that wrath and that
punishment on Himself.

Micah looked forward to the day when
Jesus would come.  We have seen that day,
we know Jesus died and rose for us and we
can say, "I know that My Redeemer lives!"

During the season of Lent, look toward
the cross and see the price Jesus paid so that
we could live with Him eternally in Heaven.

In Christ,
Pastor Mark Seeger

ILDA Pastoral Advisor
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Spring, 2005
Official publication of the International

Lutheran Deaf As™sociation and the Board of
Mission, The Lutheran Church–Missouri
Synod, published quarterly by Adam Pangrace
& Sons Division, Fairview Park, OH.

Subscription Fee: $10.00 per year. Please
send all subscription fees and address changes
to: Larry D. Ginter, Business Manager, 4134
Sarasota Dr., Parma, OH
44134-6242. FAX: 440-885-1020.
e-mail: LarryDGinter@aol.com

Please send articles, stories and pictures
to: David G. Brown, 4134 Sarasota Dr, Parma,
OH 44134-6242. FAX: 440-886-2906.
e-mail: TheDeafLutheran@yahoo.com

The
President’s
Report…

Pam Kane, ILDA
2003-2005 President

Editorial…

Business Manager’s
Report…

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ! Melissa
Eichler told me that she decided to leave Deaf
Lutheran Editor position because she needs her
family in her times. I am honored to work with her
for one year and she did a good job. David Brown
has decided to accept his position as DL editor. I
am happy that he will work with me now. Praise
the Lord.

Most time, I’ve been paying myself to travel to
your church events or regional conferences, I am
asking if Thrivant Financial Lutheran or any other
group or individuals could donate money to us to
cover travel expenses. Please send any donations
to Larry D Ginter, D/L Business Manager, 4134
Sarasota Dr., Parma, OH 44134. Thank you.

Donated by: ____________________________
Address ___________________________________
City/State/Zip ______________________________
Donated $________ to Deaf Lutheran Travel Fund

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

I have an announcement which I had a
hard time to make a tough decision. I have
decided to resign from my position as a Deaf
Lutheran Editor due to personal/family
reasons after this issue. David G. Brown has
decided to accept the position as Deaf
Lutheran Editor and he is looking forward to
serving as your editor again. Larry Ginter will
continue his Deaf Lutheran Business
Manager job. Welcome back, David!

At last, I really enjoyed serving as your
editor for the past one year. This was one of
my great experience as an editor. I also
enjoyed meeting the members of the ILDA
Executive Board.

Melissa Eichler, Editor

Greeting to the members of ILDA and
readers of the Deaf Lutheran. Praise the Lord
Jesus has risen indeed. May you and your
family have very blessed Easter.

We have 5 months until the ILDA
Convention. The Host Committees have
worked very hard and it is going to be very
exciting event. Now is the time to booked
your flights if possible because it is at the
lowest price right now so keep that in mind
when you are ready to book your flight.

The By Laws are printed in the Deaf
Lutheran now for your review. This was
passed during the full Board of Directors
Meeting prior to the Convention in 2003.
During the Convention while I was President-
Elect I was told that the By Laws has to be
printed in the Deaf Lutheran for any
corrections. So if there is any please send
your corrections to President - Elect Greg
Desrosier.

We are still half way off to meet the goals
of our Mission Project Goal so far we have
raised $12,803.22 from the goal of $26,000.
Please help have by having fund raising like
Spaghetti Dinner, selling calendars, pen.
Crafts etc... It will be great to beat this goals
come on let give our best shot at this for the
Lord this year.

May the peace of our Lord Jesus be with
you all. Happy Bless Easter.

In Christ Pam Kane ILDA President

Thank you so much for all your support!  I
definitely will miss serving you as an editor.

Philippians 4:13
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Left: Pastors Palmer &
Reinke lead worship

School Cooks in kitchen

Right: Ted & Denise
Pulfer w/ the Deaf in

Kumasi

Above: Children at
Bechem

Left: Pastor Reinke
teaching

Right: Meal time

Soccer Teams

Ted Pulfer & Pastor Reinke shopping
“Ted is letting Reinke do all of the

bargaining!”

Above: Denise w/ the students at Bechem

Ted studying

Studying

Our Ministry
Trip to Ghana
Jan 5~26, 2005…
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News from
around
the
Regions…

Next Deaf
Lutheran

deadline is
May 1st,

2005.

Remember to
send to the D/L

editor your
church’s

newsletters!

Central Region…
South Wisconsin… Wedding bells rang

last July 31 for Ted and Denise (Manning)
Pulfer and David and Jane (Kunde)
Helgerson on September 18, 2004. Ted
Pulfer was commisioned as a Deacon by
Pastor Hoehner from Southwest District on
October 3, 2004. Royal Eklof has entered
God’s Kindgom on November 26, 2004. The
Ghana Deaf Mission Team, Rev. John Reinke,
Rev. Bud Palmer, Ted & Denise Pulfer, went
on a mission trip to Accra Ghana on January
5, 2005 and returned home safely on January
26, 2005.

Great Lakes Region…
Christ, Cleveland… Our Lord Jesus has

called Bob Stewart home on December 17,
2004. Lois Watts went home to Jesus Christ
on December 21, 2004.

Eastern Region…
Christ, Silver Spring… On Reformation

Day 2004, Christ Lutheran Church of the
Deaf, Silver Spring, MD, received five new
communicant members - two by confirmation
and three by transfer, see picture below.

Daylight Saving Time
April 3, 2005

Left to Right: Richard Tingler, Mary Tingler, Peter
Colwell, Andrew Petajan, Pastor Ron Friedrich, and

Mark Friedrich (front)

Rev. Donald C. Winkler…
Donald Clifford Winkler was born June 24,

1945. He was confirmed in the Christian Faith
in May 1958 in McKeesport, PA. Don
graduated from Concordia Preparatory
School, Bronxville, NY in 1963. He received
an Associate of Arts Degree from Concordia
Junior College, Bronxville in 1965 and the
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Concordia
Senior College, Fort Wayne, IN. Don was
married to former Patricia Ann Fulton in
January 1969 and their marriage had been
blessed with three children. He graduated
from Concordia Seminary on May 25, 1972
with the Bachelor of Divinity Degrees. He was
ordained into the Holy Ministry on June 18,
1972 at Zion Lutheran Church, Irwin, PA. After
a semester of study at Gallaudet College,
Washington, DC. He assumed his duties as
Pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church of the
Deaf, Columbus, Ohio where he had served
for the past 4 years. In June of that year
Pastor Winkler accepted the call of Trinity
Lutheran Church of the Deaf, Pittsburgh, PA
and he was installed on August 22, 1976,
where he had served for the past 6 years. In
September 12, 1982 Rev. Don Winkler
accepted the call to serve St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Sherwood, Oregon where he had
served for 12 years. On November 2, 2004,
Pastor Don Winkler died at age 59, surviving
are his wife, Patricia and five children.

Written by Donald Mowl, Pittsburgh, PA

Rev. Donald C. Winkler

ILDA’s Web Site…
www.deaflutheran.org

Special Pentecost Event…
May 20-22, 2005 Christ Deaf Lutheran

Church, Cleveland, Ohio will host a very
spiritual revival weekend event. Everyone are
welcomed to join us for this special weekend
event. The church is located at 2003 Superior
Avenue.

With Sympathy…
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Reverend Bruce Hein…
The Reverend Bruce Hein received his crown of glory

January 7, 2005, at home in his wife Cindy’s arms.
Bruce was born to Keith and Gail (Mullennax) Hein in

Billings, MT on February 6, 1959. In Billings, he was
brought to Holy Baptism on February 22, 1959, at Trinity
Lutheran Church and confirmed at Mount Olive Lutheran
Church on June 10, 1973. When Bruce was four, the family
moved to St. Paul, MN. The family returned to Billings
where Bruce attended Trinity Lutheran School and he and
Cindy first became friends. He then attended Will James
Junior High and graduated from Billings West High
School in 1977.

Bruce married Cynthia Thompson on July 22, 1978.
Their union was blessed with 6 children. Bruce began his
college years at MT State Univ., Bozeman, transferring to
Concordia, St. Paul, MN, where he earned his B.A. in
Education. in 1988, he returned to MT State Univ.,
Billings, where he earned his B.A. in Computer
Engineering. After several years in the computer business
he attended Condordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne,
IN, where he earned his Master of Divinity in 2000.

Bruce had a diverse background before entering the
Seminary. Over a twelve year period, he taught various
grade levels, from kindergarten through sophomore in
college in all subjects. He also worked construction,
served as a ranch hand, had his own computer company,
wrote custom software for different industries, and
helped establish Montana Communications Network. The
church remained a constant throughout his life, where he
served in various positions as a layman, including

Reminder…
For anyone who haven’t paid for the

Deaf Lutheran Newsletter Subscription
Renewal and would like to renew for the
year of 2005. Please pay as soon as
possible. Cost for subscription is $10.00.
Please see coupon on back page.

volunteering to help with the deaf ministry at Mount
Olive Lutheran Church. Here he learned sign language
and a love for the deaf culture.

Bruce was ordained into the pastoral ministry at
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Denver, CO, on June 28, 2000,
the 100th ordination anniversary of his great-grandfather,
Reverend August Hein. He was called by the Rocky
Mountain District, LC-MS, to serve as their Missionary-at-
Large to the Deaf from 2000 to 2004. In June, 2004, Bruce
accepted a call to Faith Lutheran Church to serve as
Missionary to the Deaf in the Front Range. Bruce also
served as Assistant Vacancy Pastor to Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Colorado Springs, CO. Bruce was
diagnosed on August 6, 2004, with Gastro Esophageal
Junction Carcinoma, which he fought valiantly for 5
months.

He was preceded in death by his father, Keith;
grandparents, August and Freida Hein and Charles
Mullennax. He leaves to mourn his death, but rejoice in
his eternal life in Christ: his wife, Cindy; children: Kevin
Hein; Chandlebray and Brad Hopfensperger; Robert and
MonaGayle Book; Marie Hein; Isaac Hein; and Amy Hein;
grandchildren: Robert J and Kaitlyn Book; mother, Gail
Hein; grandmother, Ava Mullennax; in-laws, Jim and
Ramona Thompson; siblings: Gregg and DeAnn Hein;
Dwayne Hein; Bethanie Murray; Mike and Mavis
Thompson; Geoff and LaRae Talafuse; Don and Jan
Thompson; Ron and Sue Going; Darrel and Karen
Thompson; nine nephews, eight nieces, and countless
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Written by Rev. Daryl Gehlbach of Minnesota

Rev. Bruce Hein was at the 2003 ILDA convention

Rev. Bruce Hein



Page 6

India…
Ep-phatha Lutheran Deaf School.
Pastor: Rev. David Christoduss.

For past year, Rev. Christoduss has been struggling to
keep the school for the deaf running. LCMS and other
organization has cut off funding due to budget cuts. Rev.
David has not receive any salary. Many deaf there have
nothing to eat, or very little to eat.

Donations would be appreciated. Send donation to
ILDA treasurer and indicate as donation to India Mission
Project. Thank you. God Bless You.
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Future ILDA Host Needed…
We are looking for new bidder to host the 2011 ILDA

Convention, The bid will take place 6 years in advance
and we need a new bidder during the 2005 ILDA
Convention anyone interest please send letter on your
church’s letterhead to ILDA President Pam Kane before
July 1.2005. God Bless!

Pam Kane, ILDA President

Mission Project Goal…
2004-2005 Mission Project Goal

The Board has adopted $26,000 as ILDA’s
2004-2005 mission project goal. Erika Sipchen will
continue to serve as mission project chairperson.

Please send all mission project donations to:
Erika Sipchen, ILDA Mission Project, 11911 N.
Centaurus Place, Oro Valley, AZ 85737-3456.

Make checks payable to:
ILDA Mission Project 2004-2005.
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2004-2005 Missions Projects
Report…

2004- 2005 Mission Project Goal: $26,000.00
Ending February 2005, $12,803.22 has been donated

to the 2004 - 2005 Mission Project Fund. Almost 49% of
the goal has been reached so far. We have 51% to go to
meet the goal.

You have 5 months left before the 2005 ILDA
convention. Roll up your sleeves and volunteer to do a
fundraising for few hours on a Saturday or Sunday for
ILDA Mission Project. There are many ideas to do a fund
raising. Here are some ideas to start your planning:
Pancake Breakfast, Spaghetti Dinner, Movie Night, selling
calendars, pledges (design your form), selling religious
art craft, and many more of your own ideas.

If you wish to make a donation toward Mission
Projects, please make a check payable to “ILDA – Mission
Project” and mail the check to:

 James Sipchen, ILDA Treasurer
 11911 N. Centaurus Place
 Oro Valley, AZ 85737
I wish you all a joyous Easter. Alleluia, Jesus is risen!

Erika Sipchen, Mission Project Chairperson

Free Alaskan Cruise!
If you are an interpreter and would like to have a free cruise

in exchange for interpreting, please contact Pastor Mark Seeger
at MarkJLCD@AOL.com.  The cruise will be August 7 - 14, 2005,
leaving from and returning to Vancouver, B.C.  You must
provide your own transportation to Vancouver.  The cruise
follows the ILDA Convention.

The cruise line raised the prices for the Alaskan cruise
effective January 1, 2005.

Inside cabin - $1139.00 per person
Oceanview cabin - $1349.00 per person
Balcony cabin - $1569.00 per person.

Attention!…
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Handbook Proposals for
ILDA General Meeting
Article VI
REGIONAL PASTORAL ADVISOR
Section B - Responsibilities
New addition: 7. He shall communicate annually with regional president and
the congregational representatives via Internet like e-mail or Instant Messaging
or Chat Room.

Article IX:
Section A - The President:
6. The president may poll the Board of Directors or the Executive Council in
writing and/or by e-maii/fax/TTY at any time for directions essential to the
operation of the ILDA.

Article IX:
Section B - The president-elect:
2. The president-elect’s term of office shall be for a period of two (2) years.
Change to: The president-elect’s term of office shall be for one term of two
years.

4. The president-elect shall serve as chairman of the Law Committee and act as
its representative. Change to: The president-elect shall have two duties:
1. Chairman of the Law Committee;
2. Parliamentarian.

Article XIII:
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section C - Expenses
1. All expenses incurred in calling and holding a Board of Directors meeting,
including the costs of the members’ travel, lodging, meals and ground
transportation shall be paid by the ILDA.
New addition: a. Board of Directors made of: President, President-elect,
Secretary, Treasurer, Pastoral Advisor, representative of the Board for Mission
Services, Regional Presidents or their representatives, Deaf Lutheran Editor
and Business Manager.

2. Non-Board members, who receive a written invitation from the ILDA
president, amend part of a Board meeting will receive one day’s lodging and
meal expenses paid by the ILDA.
Change to: 2. Non-Board members, who receive a written invitation from the
ILDA president amend part of a Board meeting will receive one day’s lodging
and meals, travel, and ground transportation shall be paid by the ILDA.
New addition: a. Non-Board members are: Immediate Past-President;
Committee Chairpersons such as
Finance, Law, Mission Project, Nomination, Right Hand Award, Scholarship;
past, present and future Convention host chairpersons; ILDA Historian; God’s
1000 Club chairperson; etc.

3. Meal expense is limited to $15 per day per member. (already voted &
approved, need to be insert into Handbook.)

Article XIV
THE LAW COMMITTEE
Section B - Membership
The Law Committee shall consist of the president-elect and two (2) ILDA
members from his/her own region nominated by him/her and approved by the
president.

The Law Committee shall consist of the president-elect and two (2) ILDA
members from his/her own city/church nominated by him/her and approved
by the president.

Article XVII:
GOD’S 1000 CLUB (*revised June 1999)
2. The guidelines are:
1. All ILDA members are encourage to contribute ($20.00 every two years) (plus
dues) and those doing so will automatically receive (biennial) a special
membership card, one special lapel pin and be eligible to attend the God’s
1,000 Club meetings. Their names will be on a list at the biennial conventions.

Article XIX
Past Officer Advisory Council
Section B Responsibilities
4. Training of the new Officers to happen within the period between the
approve of new officers and new officers install service at convention.

Article XX:
CONVENTIONS (Guidelines for Conducting a Successful Convention)
Section D - Preparing for Conventions
8. The host committee is to submit a full written report (program and financial)
to the ILDA Board of Directors six (6) month after the close of a convention. A
copy of this report will be kept in a convention planning file and made available
to future host convention committees. A copy of this report will be sent to the
ILDA historian.

PART II HOST COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES
Article XX
Section D. - Preparing for Convention
1. c. Host Chairman is encourages to request assistant from all of the deaf
churches within their region.

Section E - Financing ILDA Conventions
2. The host committee is required to submit a complete financial statement to
the ILDA on both pre-convention and convention income and expenditures
within six (6) month after the close of a convention. Such reports will be sent to
the ILDA secretary and treasurer and made available at the next meeting of the
Board of Directors.

Section V. -Parliamentarian
The President-elect shall automatic become the parliamentarian. He/she shall
become paralegiable of both the Constitution and the By Laws.

Article XXI
MISSION PROJECTS
Section F - Support of Mission Projects
4. The treasurer will send a report to The Deaf Lutheran editor every two
months. Regular articles will encourage support.
We need to propose change from “every two months.” to “ before quarterly
newsletter deadlines.” For the past two years, I have used Feb 1st, May 1st,
Aug 1st, and Nov 1st dates as deadline for news and article for the
newsletters.

Revisions needed to be made to Orange Book

Article V:
Section B - Responsibilities:
4. The Regional presidents shall annually meet with the ILDA representative
from each deaf congregation and/or field for the purpose of communicating the
messages of the ILDA and inspiring support and participation.
1. The Regional presidents shall meet at least annually with the regional
pastoral advisor and the congregational representatives at the expense of the
regional ILDA.

Change to: a. The Regional presidents shall communicate annually with the
regional pastoral advisor and the congregational representatives via
Internet like e-mail or Instant Messaging or Chat Room.

Article V:
Section B - Responsibilities:
15. The regional president shall communicate with the ILDA president each
quarter, preferably on March 1st, June 1st, September 1st and December 1st, by
letter, e-mail, fax, or TTY.

Article IX:
Section A - The President:
6. The president may poll the Board of Directors or the Executive Council in
writing and/or by e-mail/fax/TTY at any time for directions essential to the
operation of the ILDA.

4. The treasurer will send a report to The Deaf Lutheran editor every two
months. Regular articles will encourage support.
We need to propose change from “every two months.” to “ before quarterly
newsletter deadlines.” For the past two years, I have used Feb 1st, May 1st, Aug
1st, and Nov 1st dates as deadline for news and article for the newsletters.

Article XXVII:
HISTORY OF THE HANDBOOK
the following text need to be added to the next handbook
ADDITIONAL NOTES (December 2000): The handbook’s computer word file was
submitted to The Deaf Lutheran editor in 1999 for occasional prints in the
newsletters. During December 2000, David G. Brown, The Deaf Lutheran editor,
has been working with Rev. Ron Friedrich in getting this handbook published
on ILDA’s and LCMS’s web site.
On August 21, 2002, Pam Kane met with Mary Tingler and David G. Brown to
work on the next revised version of the Handbook (green Handbook not
updated correctly).
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ILDA Membership Due
Membership for two years.

Please select:     □ Renewal      □ New
Please select:     □ Active Member   □ Associate Member   □ Supporting Member

Membership Due @ $20 per person.Qty. ___ x $20 = $______.00
Open to any communicant members in a congregation or field of the

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or The Lutheran Church-Canada.

God’s 1,000 Club @ $20 per person.Qty. ___ x $20 = $______.00
This Club is open to any member who wish to help with the operating

expenses of the ILDA Board of Directors. Add $20 per person per 2-year.
(This is an addition to membership due.)

Total enclosed  $________.00

Please make your check or money-order payable to: ILDA TREASURER and
mail to: Jim Sipchen, 11911 N. Centaurus Place, Oro Valley, AZ 85737-3456.

Your Name ______________________________ Spouse Name_________________

Address______________________________________________________________

City______________________________State _____ Zip___________________

Phone/Fax/e-mail:______________________________________________________
Thank you for your support.

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CLEVELAND, OH

PERMIT NO. 1471

Larry D. Ginter, Business Manager
4134 Sarasota Drive
Parma, OH   44134-6242

For D/L
Subscription

Cut out and fill in this coupon,
enclose your check or money order of
$10.00 for one year’s subscription
payable to The Deaf Lutheran and
mail to:

Larry D. Ginter
D/L Business Manager
4134 Sarasota Drive
Parma, OH 44134-6242

Attach mailing label or fill in:

Name__________________________

Address________________________

City____________________________

State _____ Zip_______________

e-mail:_________________________

Phone/Fax:______________________

Thank you for your subscription.

Please select:    □ Renewal    □ New


